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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-11, 13-14, 16-26, 28, 29, 31, 35, 38-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Nehab (US Patent No. 6,0209,182) in view of Vidyanand (Publication 
No. US 2006/0023246). 

Concerning claims 1, 44, Nehab discloses an image forming apparatus (Figs. 1-2) capable 
of outputting an image based on data for output generated by an external apparatus on a 
recording medium comprising a sending unit (16, Fig.4), adapted to send, from the image 
forming apparatus to the external apparatus (34), acquisition information for acquiring data and 
layout information necessary for assigning an image based on the data to the recording medium 
so as to cause the external apparatus to acquire the data in accordance with the sent acquisition 
information and generate data for output, wherein the image based on the data for output can be 
accommodated based on the acquired data and the sent layout information; and an acquisition 
unit (17, Fig.6) adapted to acquire the data for output generated by the external apparatus (Figs.5, 
7-9; Abstract; col. 5, line 34 - col. 6, line 17; col. 7, line 23 - col. 8, line 60; col. 9, line 46 - col. 
10, line 44; col. 12, lines 40-63; col. 14, lines 6-58; col. 17, lines 15-18; col. 18, lines 54-59). 
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Nehab fails to directly teach that the layout information including information on the 
recording medium having predetermined size and the image based on the data for output can be 
accommodated in the predetermined size based on the acquired data and the sent layout 
information. Vidyanand discloses an apparatus and method for transferring printer driver 
preferences across a network between client computers (Figs. 1-4) wherein the user can 
selectively modify the set of preferences. For instance, the user selects from a varied list of 
selectable options within a printer driver preferences menu wherein selected file specific options 
can be selected paper size (e.g., letter, legal, A4) (paragraph 0003). In addition, Fig.5 shows a 
set 16 of selected printer driver preference values based upon printer driver categories 47a-47n 
wherein 47a is for selecting page size (paragraph 0038). The paper size selection can be selected 
within the user interface 50 (paragraph 0043) since the user can create a plurality of sets of 
preferences 18 typically for different types of print jobs 21 or modify the selected page size from 
within the printer driver control interface 50 (paragraph 0045). Vidyanand further teaches a page 
layout thumbnail preview 94 providing a graphic representation of the current page layout, as a 
print job would be printed to an output device 26, for instance, the graphic representation in 
Fig.9 currently shows a portrait orientation setting 18c on letter size paper setting 18a of the page 
size 47a (paragraph 0049). Thus, the page layout in Vidyanand includes the predetermined size 
of the paper (recording medium). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teaching of the layout information including information 
on the recording medium having the predetermined size in Vidyanand to the page layout 
information in Nehab since both Vidyanand and Nehab teach transmitting and receiving printer 
driver preferences or page layout information in a client/server architecture. 
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Concerning claims 2-5, 8-9, 18, 21, 24, 25, Nehab in view of Vidyanand further teaches 
the acquisition information for acquiring the data is information for identifying the data (claims 
2, 18); the information for identifying the data is represented by URI (claim 3); a reception unit 
adapted to receive print instruction including the acquisition information indicating the position 
of storage of data and the layout information, wherein the sending unit sends to the external 
apparatus the acquisition information and the layout information included in the print instruction 
received by the reception unit (claim 4); the acquisition unit acquires the data for output through 
a network (claims 5, 21); the structured description language is XML or HTML (claims 8, 24); 
the apparatus is a printing apparatus (claims 9, 25), (col. 7, line 23 - col. 8, line 60; col. 9, line 46 
- col. 10, line 44; col. 12, lines 40-63; col. 14, lines 6-58; col. 17, lines 15-18; col. 18, lines 54- 
59). 

Concerning claims 6-7, 13, 16, 22, 23, 28, 31, 45, Vidyanand further teaches that the 
information on the recording medium is information indicating a sheet size or a layout direction; 
and the layout information is information designating a page and the acquisition unit acquires the 
data for output corresponding to the designated page (paragraphs 0038, 0043, 0045, 0049). 

Concerning claim 10, Nehab in view of Vidyanand discloses an image forming system as 
disclosed in claim 1 above. Nehab further teaches a conversion unit for converting the data 
acquired by the acquisition unit to the data for output (col. 12, lines 46-53; col. 19, lines 46-52), 
a transfer unit (10), provided in the external apparatus, for transferring the data for output to the 
image forming apparatus; and an output unit (7), provided in the image forming apparatus, for 
outputting an image on the recording medium by analyzing the data for output transferred by the 
transfer unit. 
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Concerning claim 11, Nehab in view of Vidyanand discloses an image forming system as 
disclosed in claims 1 and 10 above. Nehab further teaches a changing unit adapted to change the 
layout information received by the reception unit to layout information assigning an image (col. 
7, lines 38-67; col. 9, lines 47-54; col. 18, lines 54-59). 

Concerning claim 14, Nehab in view of Vidyanand discloses an image forming system as 
disclosed in claims 1,10 and 1 1 above. Nehab further teaches a determination unit adapted to 
determine layout information required for assigning an image, if the reception unit receives the 
print instruction without any layout information (col. 9, line 46 - col. 10, line 44; col. 12, lines 
40-63; col. 14, lines 6-58; col. 17, lines 15-18; col. 18, lines 54-59). 

Claim 17 is method claim of apparatus claim 1. Claim 17 is rejected for the same 
rationales set forth for claim 1 . 

Concerning claims 19-20, Nehab in view of Vidyanand further teaches the information 
for identifying the data is represented by URI (URL), (claim 19), receiving a print instruction 
and sending to the external apparatus the acquisition information and the layout information 
included in the print instruction (claim 20), (col. 14, lines 6-35; coL 19, line 45-52). 

Claim 26 is method claim of apparatus claim 1 1 . Claim 26 is rejected for the same 
rationales set forth for claim 1 1 . 

Claim 29 is method claim of apparatus claim 14. Claim 29 is rejected for the same 
rationales set forth for claim 14. 

Concerning claim 35, Nehab in view of Vidyanand discloses a program to be executed by 
an image forming apparatus comprising the steps disclosed in claims 17, 26 and 29. 
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Concerning claims 38-43, Nehab in view of Vidyanand further teaches the acquired data 
is described with a structured description language; wherein the external apparatus generates the 
data for output based on data described with a structured description language and the sent layout 
information (col. 13, lines 13-65; col. 16, line 66 - col. 17, line 18; col. 19, lines 24-52). 



Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

a. Mori et al (US Patent No. 6,417,93 1) discloses a print layout device and method 
with which all data can always be printed by ensuring that data to be printed do not 
extend out beyond the limits of a printable area. 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Madeleine AV Nguyen whose telephone number is 571 272- 
7466. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:00am-5 :30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on 571 272-7402. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Madeleine AV Nguyen 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2625 




